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Bounded by five continents, 50 
countries and territories, and home 
to some of the most diverse and 

vibrant ecosystems in the world, the Pa-
cific Ocean is degrading rapidly: a source 
of life becoming a threat to humanity’s 
survival.1;2 Oceanic changes have led the 
United Nations to declare ocean conserva-
tion as one of the SDGs, (SDG 14), a goal 
to be reached by 2030.

What is to be done about pollution, 
habitat destruction, overfishing and de-
pletion, the threats to indigenous peoples 
and their livelihoods, climate change and 
extreme events, sea level rise, invasive 
species which have disrupted local econo-
mies, and ineffectual ocean governance?

PARTNERING FOR THE PACIFIC

To their credit, many NGOs, interna-
tional organisations and governments are 

beginning to focus on the reality that the 
oceans are critical to life on the land and 
to the future of the planet. Universities 
also have a critical role to play. Universi-
ties are driving efforts to raise awareness, 
educating the public, educating students, 
funding researchers, building the research 
infrastructure, and facilitating cooper-
ation between ocean scientists, social 
scientists, the policy community and  
local communities. 

Founded 21 years ago by Berkeley, 
Caltech, University of California, Los 
Angeles and University of Southern Cal-
ifornia, we are the Association of Pacific 
Rim Universities (APRU) – a network 
of nearly 50 leading research universities 
located around the Pacific: The Ameri-
cas, Asia and Oceania. Not only is this 
a unique footprint for an international 
association of universities, we represent a 

significant proportion of the research and 
innovation capabilities of the nations bor-
dering this great ocean. Separately we can 
do little to solve the complex environmen-
tal and human issues but, together, there 
are few limits to what we can achieve.

As the voice of knowledge and inno-
vation across the Asia-Pacific region, we 
serve as an advisory body to governments, 
business, and international organisations 
on the many ways that education and 
research can advance solutions. The net-
work has played an influential role with 
many pressing issues facing the region, 
from disaster management and recovery, 
population aging, and global health, to 
sustainable cities and labour mobility. 

COMMITTED TO CONSERVATION

For APRU, sustaining the Pacific Ocean 
is pivotal for the future of the organisation 

The breath-taking view of the sea from the Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology is a portal to the expanse of the vast Pacific 
Ocean which covers around half of the globe’s surface. Whether your own 
institution is situated near the coast or not, read on to be inspired by one 
group’s passion for a sustainable future for our oceans. 
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because it is critical for the future of the 
entire region. For these reasons, APRU 
has registered its voluntary commitment 
to SDG 14 to conserve and sustainably 
use our oceans. 

In partnership with The New York 
Times, the organisation held the inaugural 
Pacific Ocean Case Competition bringing 
the best student minds together to share 
the complexities of the Pacific Ocean 
and how climate change is impacting our 
lives. With an overwhelming response, 
the winner was announced and show-
cased in the international edition of The 
New York Times in July 2017. Lifting up 
students’ global leadership and knowledge 
serves to strengthen leadership in solving 
such global challenges. 

APRU also prioritises international 
policy advocacy to connect research to 
decision-making processes. Through 

partnerships built at APRU, we are devel-
oping an infrastructure for universities to 
engage with practitioners and policymak-
ers globally.  

Through the APEC Oceans and 
Fisheries Working Group, research-
ers from the APRU network have the 
opportunity to share best practices and 
inform a regional approach to ocean 
conservation. By sharing what we know 
as academics with policy and business 
leaders, we are guaranteeing that our 
global leaders are making informed and 
forward-looking decisions.

For too long, public attention to cli-
mate change and the future of our oceans 
has depended on media coverage of crises: 
a major natural disaster such as Typhoon 
Haiyan or the depletion of the Great 
Barrier Reef. 

ACTIVELY SEEKING SOLUTIONS

Universities and their researchers have 
been on the ground (and in the sea!) for 
decades and are increasingly translating 
their scientific advances into public infor-
mation, sharing their longitudinal study 
of the Pacific Ocean to draw attention 
to what happens beyond the waterline. 
Several of our members, for example the 
University of British Columbia in Cana-
da, are very active in forming partnerships 
with the UN and other bodies. At the UN 
Oceans Conference in June, through our 
members, we actively promoted solutions, 
collaborations and best practices for the 
future of the Pacific Ocean. 

In this way, each of the universities in 
the network with their own set of research 
centres that engage stakeholders from 
multiple sectors and disciplines, ensure 

there is an exponential effect when we act 
together. At this year’s APRU Annual 
Presidents Meeting which took place at 
UNSW Sydney, experts from APRU 
members, including the Scripps Institute 
of Oceanography at UC San Diego, pre-
sented their latest findings on ‘The Future 
of the Pacific Ocean’ and the leadership 
role APRU can take in safeguarding it. 

Rather than dwelling on the decision 
of the United States to pull out of the Par-
is Climate agreement in 2017, other world 
leaders, cities, NGOs and global networks 
have taken leadership of the cause. 

APRU is embarking on a huge agenda, 
one that seeks to change the hearts and 
minds of our global leaders to make the 
Pacific Ocean a policy priority. APRU is 
leveraging its extensive research to inform 
decision-makers, it is engaging with broad 
media platforms to encourage the future 
leaders of the Pacific, and it is building an 
infrastructure for future leaders to have 
impact. As the voice of knowledge and in-
novation in the Pacific, we will continue to 
use our unique geographical reach to bring 
together the region’s leaders and brightest 
minds to address the future of the world’s 
greatest ocean.
— CHRISTOPHER TREMEWAN
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