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Welcome and 
Introduction

Mellissa Withers, University of Southern California



Goals for today:

1. Provide pedagogical, technology, and peer support to faculty 
across the APRU network teaching remotely.

2. Create opportunities for APRU affiliated faculty to connect and 
share resources and experiences with building community in 
remote learning environments.



Format

20-30 MINUTES EXPERT 
PANEL

30 MINUTES SMALL 
GROUP DISCUSSION

30 LARGE GROUP 
DISCUSSION



Handraising and Feedback Text on slide

ChatVideo and Audio

Interactions

Breakout Rooms

Writing



What have you done to build community in 
remote classes?
1. Call students by name
2. Use social media
3. Have a space for reflection (asynchronous or synchronous)
4. Use the chat for students to talk
5. Use breakout rooms
6. Have defined expectations for students and faculty
7. Create many opportunities for students to engage with material



Chat question: 
What else have you done to build 
community in remote classes?

#community



Update



Literature on building 
community online.

Elly Vandegrift, University of Oregon
10



Community of Inquiry for Presence

(Garrison, D. R., Anderson, T., & Archer, W. (1999). Critical inquiry in a 
text-based environment: Computer conferencing in higher education. 
The internet and higher education, 2(2-3), 87-105.)
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Community of Inquiry for Presence

1. Social presence—to be able to see others as “real people”

2. Cognitive presence—through sustained communication, reflection, 
and connecting new ideas

3. Teaching presence—through design and facilitation



Community 
of Inquiry for 

Presence



Building a Community 
Online. 

What works?

César Alberto Lucio Ramírez, 
Tecnológico de Monterrey



3 Golden Rules

People First. Content Second. Technology Third.

Dr. Vanessa Dennen
Florida State University (2020)



themusicmodel.com



3 Key 
Concepts

Presence.

Identity.

Community.

McGill University, 2020



Identity

Get to know everybody in the class
and let them know you.  
Take time to introduce yourself and to share 
about what you do and who you are.
Peer interviews.

Take Advantage of “School spirit”.

Keep the school moments alive. 
• Graduation, anniversaries, competitions, etc.

LEARN THEIR NAMES! 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u7ZGNzZYmNf36pCrsCbINS3SpGK9NHir6FwjQoPgDoo/edit?fbclid=IwAR2QbcgS7W-Ir9EJXWGP7jUPxjOJPHpOs444ahlmmsO5dgQoDaOOR6JnMBU






Community

Trust Reciprocity













Book/TV Show Club











Resource
• McGill Tookit: 
• https://libraryguides.mcgill.ca/eLkit/community

• Strategies, articles, tips, techonologies. 

https://libraryguides.mcgill.ca/eLkit/community


Breakout Rooms (30 min)

Introductions (30 seconds per person): Name, Institution, Discipline, last 
Podcast, TV Show, movie, book 
Select a reporter, recorder, time keeper, discussion leader.
Questions:
1. How can you build a learning community and social presence?

2. How can you create ongoing opportunities for cognitive presence in a 
remote learning environment?

3. What design strategies can you use to show and maintain your teaching 
presence?



Report out group discussion (+ #chat)

1. How might you help students build a learning 
community and social presence? #social

2. How can you create ongoing opportunities for 
cognitive presence in a remote learning 
environment? #cognitive

3. What design strategies can you use to show and 
maintain your teaching presence? #teaching



Which of the ideas from the 
discussion today would you like 

to try in your teaching?
(Chat)
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